
Comparing Friends and Family 
 
How do I change the adjective?  
To compare two people, places, or things we add -er to the end of the word. 
Examples: 

Old + er = Older 
Tall + er = Taller 

 
To compare three or more people, places, or things we add -est to the end of the word. 
Examples: 

Old + est = Oldest 
Tall + est = Tallest 
 

Sentence Examples: 
I am younger than my mother.  
My grandfather is shorter than my brother. 
My sister is the loudest in the family. 
My father works the hardest in the family 
 

Are there any special rules?  
Yes! 
There are some words that follow special rules for spelling.  

1. Words that already end in -e just need -r/ -st added to them. 
a. Nice + r = Nicer  
b. Nice + st = Nicest  

2. For words that end in -y, we change the -y to an -i and then add -er/ -est. 
a. Happy - y + i + er = Happier  
b. Happy - y + i + est = Happiest  

3. Words that end in a consonant, vowel, consonant need the last letter doubled before 
adding -er/ -est. (Vowels: a, e, i, o, u. Consonants: all other letters) 

a. Big + g + er = Bigger 
b. Big + g + est = Biggest  

 
What about words like ‘best’ and ‘more’?  

WORD 2 PEOPLE 3 OR MORE PEOPLE There are a few words that we 
use to compare things and 

people that do not add “er” or 
“est” at the end. These words do 

not follow a rule. We have to 
memorize these words. 

MANY --> MORE --> MOST 

FEW --> LESS --> LEAST 

GOOD --> BETTER --> BEST 

BAD --> WORSE --> WORST 



 
Vocabulary 

English What is it in your home language? 

Community  

Party  

Dessert   

Decoration  

Game  

Tradition  

Outfit  

Costume  

Gift  
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